
 
 

 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                          CONTACT: Kevin Tente 

September 15, 2016                                                                                 401.831.1200 
  

  

RI Infrastructure Bank Announces Opening of Efficient Buildings 

Fund Application Period, Free Energy Audits 
 

National Grid to help public entities identify energy saving opportunities 
  

PROVIDENCE, RI – Rhode Island Infrastructure Bank (RIIB) announced today that the state 

Office of Energy Resources is now accepting applications for the second round of the Efficient 

Buildings Fund (EBF) program. RIIB also announced that the EBF will continue to offer free 

energy audits in cooperation with National Grid and OER to municipalities and quasi-state 

agencies.  
  

“The audits will provide a great opportunity to evaluate existing heating and electric systems in 

public buildings,” said Jeffrey Diehl, Executive Director of Rhode Island Infrastructure 

Bank.  “From there we can estimate the cost savings to the taxpayers that can be achieved 

through an energy retrofit.”  
  
National Grid’s contracted engineers will analyze past energy bills and usage, conduct facility 

walk-throughs, and consult with building occupants. The engineers will then recommend 

strategies to decrease energy usage. National Grid will audit a maximum of two buildings, plus a 

waste water treatment facility where applicable, per entity. Schools will not be eligible for free 

audits. 

  
Municipalities interested in the free energy audit service should contact Jerry Drummond at 

Jerry.Drummond@nationalgrid.com and quasi-state agencies should contact Gerald Mirabile at 

Gerald.Mirabile@nationalgrid.com by September 30, 2016. Energy audits will be provided on a 

first come, first serve basis, as funding allows. The EBF Round 2 application period will close at 

noon on December 21, 2016.  
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The EBF is a financing program designed to provide attractive financing to public entities for 

projects that promote energy efficiency and clean energy. This is the second application round of 

EBF since the program’s introduction in 2015. The first round of the EBF funded $17.2 million 

in energy efficiency and renewable energy projects for six Rhode Island communities. 

  
Eligible public entities include municipalities, public schools, quasi-state entities and other local 

governmental units, such as drinking water or wastewater service providers. Projects eligible for 

financing include cost-effective energy efficiency measures and the installation of renewable 

energy infrastructure, including solar panels and wind turbines.  

  
Earlier this year, RIIB worked with the Cadmus Group, an energy consulting company, to 

provide six municipalities and three quasi-public agencies with technical assistance to identify 

potential opportunities for energy efficiency and renewable energy projects. 

  
“Rhode Island Infrastructure Bank looks forward to building on the success of the first round of 

Efficient Buildings Fund financing. We encourage eligible entities to take advantage of this 

program,” said Diehl. 

  

The Round 2 EBF application can be found here:  http://www.energy.ri.gov/RIEBF/  

  

About Rhode Island Infrastructure Bank 
  

Rhode Island Infrastructure Bank (“RIIB”), formerly known as the Rhode Island Clean Water 

Finance Agency is a quasi-public agency which issues tax-exempt, AAA-rated bond securities, the 

proceeds of which are used to provide low cost financing to Rhode Island’s municipalities and 

sewer and water utilities for infrastructure projects to enhance the waters of the State. Recently 

enacted legislation changed the name of the agency and expanded its mission to establish and 

finance newly created programs for energy efficiency and renewable energy projects in public, 

commercial, and residential properties. For more information visit 

http://www.riinfrastructurebank.com/ 
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